 PRESS STATEMENT
 
Let the People’s Political Will Prevail in Burma
 
Seoul, South Korea, 29 September 2007. The Katipunan ng mga Samahan ng Migranteng Manggagawa sa Korea (KASAMMAKO) or Alliance of Filipino Migrants’ Associations in Korea denounces the political repression in the Southeast Asian country of Burma. The protest actions of Burmese people in Rangoon and Mandalay for several days now demanding for political change and economic development were met with an iron fist of fascism killing several protesters including Buddhist monks and a foreign journalist.  The military junta that runs the country is desperately holding on to power in spite of the continuous people’s demand for the establishment of democratic civilian government and just economic development. 

“We are saddened by the brutal acts of the security officers of the military junta in Burma that cost the lives of several people and the intensified crackdown and political persecution on those who challenge the power of the military regime in Burma,” said Carlo Oliver, the chairperson of KASAMMAKO.  “This situation is similar to what is going on in the Philippines where more than 800 people lost their lives due to political killings and several hundreds remained missing or detained in the climate of impunity under Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. This is the reason why we support and join the ranks of Free Burma Campaign and the Burma National League for Democracy–Korea, in their struggle for democratization in Burma,” he added.

According to various media sources, curfew order was imposed in the evening of 25 September 2007 by the authorities and massive arrest was reported in a crackdown on anti-government protests launched by the ruling State Peace and Development Council (SPDC). In the twelve days protest actions at least five monks and two civilians were killed and several hundreds of peaceful demonstrators, including monks, nuns, students, civilians, members of the main opposition party, the National League for Democracy (NLD) and members of parliament, were arrested by security forces. KASAMMAKO feared that the detainees may be at risk of torture and possibly will be summarily executed if there is no pressure from the international community on the military junta to respect the human rights of those detained. 

 
Furthermore, Mark Padlan, the education and campaign officer of KASAMMAKO said that the Burmese people’s will to build a democratic government should be upheld and worked out through peaceful transition by the present regime. The nationwide demonstrations in the country are being waged against the sudden increase of fuel prices leading to a deterioration of the standard of living. Buddhist monks had taken the lead in the protests together with tens of thousands of protesters. The protest actions are concrete manifestation of the desperate situation of the Burmese people. The prolonged repressive rule of the military junta in the country caused the dire economic situation that resulted in the surge of refugees in Thailand and other neighbouring countries and like the Philippines, forced people to become overseas migrant workers particularly in South Korea.

KASAMMAKO expresses their deepest concern regarding these events in Burma, which reveal the extremely repressive environment in the country, and calls upon the Burmese authorities to guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psychological integrity of all detained individuals and to release them immediately and unconditionally since their detention is arbitrary. When this is done, the military junta should de-escalate violence and act to make the necessary transition to democracy. They also call upon the Burmese authorities to ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments ratified by Burma, Mark Padlan admonished.
 
“Let freedom, justice and democracy prevail in Burma,” is the strong demand of KASAMMAKO said Carlo Oliver. “The military junta in Burma protects its own political and economic interests with the use of brute military force. It does not serve the best interests of the Burmese people. Therefore, a new, just, democratic government should be established the soonest possible time.  A democratic government is characterized as one that is guided by the political will of the people, where human rights are respected, where the benefits of national economy are justly shared and social services for employment, health, food, education and housing are put in place. When these are provided and secured, peace will follow,” Carlo Oliver concluded.
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