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KILUSANG MAYO UNO

(May First Labor Center)

TAGAPAMANDILA NG TUNAY NA UNYONISMO

No. 63 Narra St. Bgy. Claro, Proj. 3 Quezon City

                     Telfax 421-1049; Ph: 421-0986 Email:  kmuid@tri-isys.com
3 March 2006

Dear friends,

Warm greetings of solidarity!

Thank you for your wholehearted support to KMU Chairman Emeritus and Anakpawis Rep. Crispin “Ka Bel” Beltran, who was once again wrongly incarcerated due to his political beliefs and active involvement in the movement for social change, equality and genuine justice not just in the Philippines but in the whole world.

Your letters of support to Ka Bel, KMU and other beleaguered legal progressive organizations; the protest letters sent to Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and concerned government agencies; the dialogues with respective Consulates in your own countries; the protest actions in front of the Philippine Embassies; your effort to encourage your government not to support Pres. Gloria Arroyo’s proclamation of PD 1017 (state of national emergency) as well as her anti-people and militarist economic policies; and countless forms of support have made Ka Bel stronger and unyielding to the pressure of the Arroyo government.  Likewise, your support has made the Filipino people more resolute in its struggle to oust the fake Arroyo government.

Despite the enormous attacks of the Arroyo government, Ka Bel continues to assert his democratic rights.  In a short message scribbled inside his maximum security detention cell in Camp Crame, he asserted: 

“PP-1017 is currently the DESTABILIZER "par excellence" with brutal efficiency.  The hungry and angry must kill this animal of gluttony and tyranny.

The imposition must be swept away by the democratic human tsunami into the dustbin of history.

I am committed to partake in this rare lexicon for national freedom and democracy!”

We draw inspiration from Ka Bel and from the countless victims of human rights violations as we continue our struggle to lift PD 1017 and oust this repressive regime.  Despite Arroyo’s pronouncements that she will lift the state of national emergency anytime between today or tomorrow, no guarantee was given that the arrests and media gag will be stopped nor the cases filed against so-called “left” and “military adventurists” will be retracted.  No assurance was also given that Ka Bel will be released from prison.

We would like to tell you that a Free Ka Bel Movement was already formed and will be officially launched in a forum, march and candle-lighting activity on March 6.  Series of activities will be undertaken which includes petition signing, ribbon wearing, sending protest letters, teach-ins, protest actions and many others.   During the launching, we will especially acknowledge the support from the international community.

We continue to call for the release of Ka Bel, especially in consideration of his deteriorating medical condition.  Yesterday morning, Ka Bel was rushed to the emergency room of the Philippine National Police General Hospital.  His blood pressure shoot up to 170/100 and he had a mild attack of hypertension.  He remains at the hospital and is under observation for 72 hours.  His family said that Ka Bel complained of chest pains and not being able to slip at night as memories of his torture 21 years ago kept haunting him.  Ironically, Ka Bel was also imprisoned in Camp Crame in 1982 and suffered torture from military hands.

Aside from hypertension, Ka Bel also suffers from arthritis and diabetes.   We express worry for him especially since at 73, he might not be able to withstand the strenuous condition inside his maximum security detention cell.  Even at his hospital bed, Ka Bel is heavily guarded.  He is not a criminal to be treated like this!

Once again, we urge you to send protest letters to Pres. Arroyo, to the Department of Justice, Department of National Defense and the Commission on Human Rights, specifically to serve justice to Ka Bel and call for his immediate release due to his health condition.

Please send letters of protest to:

H.E. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President of the Republic of the Philippines
Malacanang Palace,
JP Laurel St., San Miguel
Manila, Philippines
Voice: (+632) 564 1451 to 80
Fax: (+632) 742-1641 / 929-3968
Cell#: (+ 63) 919 898 4622 / (+63) 917 839 8462
E-mail: corres@op.gov.ph / opnet@ops.gov.ph

Hon. Avelino J. Cruz, Jr.
Secretary of National Defense
Room 301 DND Building, Camp Emilio Aguinaldo,
E. de los Santos Avenue
Quezon City
Voice: +63(2) 911-9281 / 911-0488
Fax: +63(2) 911 6213
osnd@philonline.com

Hon. Purificacion Valera Quisumbing
Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights
SAAC Bldg., UP Complex
Commonwealth Avenue
Diliman, Quezon City
Philippines
Fax: (+632) 929 0102
Email: drpvq@chr.gov.ph

You can also send solidarity messages to:

Crispin Beltran
Email: crispinbeltran@gmail.com 

Please furnish the KMU (kmuid@tri-isys.com)of your letters.

 
Once again, our deepest gratitude to you and your organization for being with us in this juncture of Philippine history and for your support to the Filipino people’s struggle for genuine freedom and democracy.

Respectfully yours, 
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ELMER C. LABOG

National Chairperson










