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Background

The last 10 years saw the surging resistance of workers and trade unions against heightened onslaught of imperialist globalization.  Workers struggle are replete with protests and various forms of struggles both in developed and underdeveloped countries, from north to south, from colonies and semi-colonies to nations asserting their national sovereignty.  Among the most noted struggles come from Australia, India, Philippines, South Korea, Brazil, South Africa, Belgium, France and Germany.  The recent victories in Venezuela, Bolivia and Chile show the people’s growing resistance against imperialist plunder and war.

The struggles against changes in the Labor Code and the constitution, wage freeze, diminution of benefits, worsening health and safety standards, labor flexibilization, free trade agreements, World Trade Organization (WTO), military aggression; all these have underscored the important role of the workers in creating a society where the fruits of labor should be enjoyed by those who toil for it.

As the crisis of overproduction continues to worsen, monopoly capitalists devise ways to stay afloat and survive the raging economic crisis.  Imperialist machinations are further intensified, such as the strengthening of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the creation of regional and bilateral free trade agreements and other imperialist instruments.  These are necessary maneuvers for the ruling class and imperialists to further push their neo-liberal agenda and therefore acquire super-profits.

Workers bear the brunt of the most brutal attacks of furthering the monopoly capitalist agenda.  The workers resistance against neo-liberal agenda is met by a heightened counter-offensive of the imperialists and big capitalists. 

The worst attack is political repression that includes the killing of unionists and political activists, harassment, intimidation and other threats to their lives.  Political killings become the concrete expression of state terrorism meant to maintain the status quo and propagate WTO policies and imperialist globalization.  The pivotal role that the imperialists play in pushing its anti-people agenda becomes very clear in these cases.

In the Philippines, more than 200 political activists were killed in 2005 due to their active work and involvement in the struggle for genuine trade unionism, national sovereignty and against imperialism.  The victims were trade unionists and worker organizers, peasants, women, youth, urban poor, members of progressive political parties and even church and media people.  The massacre at Hacienda Luisita and the subsequent murders of the industrial and farm workers and their supporters is a case in point.  Clearly, these political killings were meant to silence the voices of those who dared to speak against a status quo supported by its imperialist master.

Political killings and various forms of repression happen in many parts of the globe.  In Colombia, trade unionists such as those in Coca-Cola and Nestle are being killed left and right.  In Turkey, political repression is at its worst.  In Nepal, thousands of workers are unjustly arrested and detained, harassed and being put to surveillance under the martial law dictatorship of King Gyanendra.  In Iraq, workers continue to suffer the effects of the continuing US war and illegal occupation.  In India and Pakistan, members of trade unions and progressive groups are being abducted and subjected to interrogation.  In Australia, unions are being attacked because of their resistance to labor law reforms. In Iran, hundreds of workers and their families are being arrested as they struggle for their right to unionize.  In the US, Canada and Europe, workers’ strike are being met with legal actions, penalties and brutality.  Economic and political terrorism becomes the name of the game in trying to suppress the growing workers’ resistance. 

Amidst this backdrop, it is crucial to examine the continuing struggles and resistance of the workers.  What is the level and state of trade union resistance in defeating the schemes of imperialist globalization?  What are the prospects of the trade union resistance?  What future awaits the trade unions with the intensification of imperialist machinations?  These are just some of the questions that the ISA 2006 poses in the hope of deriving significant lessons and inspirations from trade union struggles that can be used in heightening the resistance amid intensified counter-attacks.  Concretely, the ISA conference aims to come up with coordinated campaigns and actions in various forms and levels against the increasing sophistication of attacks on the workers and the peoples of the world.

Objectives

The 22nd ISA Conference will focus on the following aspects:

1. The level and state of trade union resistance in defeating the schemes of imperialist globalization

2. The prospects of the trade union resistance and the future that awaits the trade unions with the intensification of imperialist machinations
3. Come up with coordinated campaigns and actions in various forms and levels against the increasing sophistication of imperialist attacks on the workers and the peoples of the world 
Workshop Areas

1) Labor Flexibilization

2) Labor Law Reforms

3) Wage and Other Economic Benefits

4) Militarism and Political Repression

5) World Trade Organization

The 22nd KMU ISA

The ISA is an annual affair hosted by KMU.  In 2003, the KMU and the International League of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS), an anti-imperialist and democratic formation with over 240 mass organizations from 40 countries, jointly organized the 19th ISA.

Founded in 1980, KMU is considered to be the most militant trade union center in the Philippines. It has 10 national federations and two (2) mass organizations under its wing. 

The first ISA was held in 1984 during the Marcos’ dictatorship when trade union repression was at its worst.  Trade union leaders and members of KMU were among the many victims of political repression. This situation necessitated support and solidarity from trade unions and trade unionists all over the world.  There was a tremendous response from trade unions, trade unionists and solidarity groups from Europe, Asia-Pacific, Oceania, Latin America, Africa, US and Canada. They came and joined the ISA organized by KMU.  Solidarity groups were formed, protest rallies and pickets in front of the Philippine Embassies and Consulates were conducted, letters of support to KMU and condemnation of the Marcos fascist regime were sent. All these have been a great source of encouragement for the KMU.  Since the first ISA was launched, the ISA-related activities have indirectly contributed to the two people’s uprising in the Philippines – the 1986 downfall of the US-Marcos dictatorship and the ouster of the Joseph Estrada government in 2001.  

From being a trade union solidarity affair, the ISA has developed into a yearly anti-imperialist solidarity gathering of trade unions, unionists and solidarity groups.  It continues to become a venue to forge workers’ resistance, solidarity and support on issues affecting the workers and people.

The theme for this year’s ISA is:  “An Update on the Surging Trade Union Resistance Amid Heightened Attacks of Imperialist Globalization”
Invitations

All progressive, militant, and anti-imperialist unions are welcome to the ISA conference as well as individual unionists and members of trade union solidarity groups who can identify with the concerns stated in this concept paper. 

Process 

The Conference will have a keynote speaker and speakers on various workshop topics. Some delegates will be nominated to preside in the plenary sessions and as workshop facilitators and rapporteurs.  A Steering Committee for the conference will also be formed from representatives of various global regions.  Each country delegation will be asked to give a brief report on the trade union situation in their countries in the context of the national political and economic situation. The conference will come up with resolutions and a declaration aimed at building international struggle and solidarity based on the three objectives.  

May Day and Exposure Program 

As part of the 22nd International Solidarity Affair of KMU, delegates should arrive on April 29, 2006 to be able to join the pre-Conference activities that include the May Day march and rally.  A speaker from among the foreign ISA delegates will address the May Day rally. 

Exposure programs in the regions will be from May 2 - 5, 2006.  Here, you will meet local union members and leaders from the private and public sector, visit picket lines, meet with the militant organizations of the urban poor, peasants and women.  

Everyone is expected to be back in Manila on May 6, 2006 in the morning.   Reports of the exposure programs will be done at the plenary session at 2:00 pm.  After which a briefing on the Conference Program will follow. 

The Official Public Opening of the 22nd KMU ISA will be held on May 6, 2006 at 7:00 in the evening.  Representatives of various national people’s organizations and personalities will join us in welcoming the ISA delegates. Don’t miss this occasion!  

The conference proper will be on May 7- 9, 2006.  A detailed conference program will be sent to you in due time. 

A solidarity program and a protest action will cap the 10-day affair.  

Tentative schedule: (a detailed program will be sent to you shortly).

	April 29
	Arrival of delegates

	April 30
	National and Trade union situation

ISA orientation

Briefing on the May Day activities    

	May 1

	May Day march and rally in Manila

	May 2 - 5
	Exposure program in the regions

	May 6
	12 nn:  Arrival of exposurists in Manila from the regions

 2 pm:  Exposure Program reports; Briefing on the 22nd ISA Conference

 7 pm:  Official Public Opening

	May 7-9
	Conference proper

	May 9
	Solidarity Night

	May 10
	Departure


Registration Fee:  (covers food and accommodation, venue and conference kit)

          US$ 35/day or US$ 350 for 10 days

          US$ 50 for conference fee (exclusive of exposure travel expenses)

Exposure Travel Expenses:   

     National Capital Region  - PhP 3,000.00

     Central Luzon  -   PhP 3,000.00                

     Southern Tagalog  -  PhP 3,000.00

     Cordillera – Php 4,000.00

     Socsksargen  -  PhP 7,493.00 (roundtrip ticket - Philippine Airlines) – airfare

                            subject to change

     Southern Mindanao -  PhP 4,133.00 (roundtrip ticket - Cebu Pacific or Philippine

                                     Airlines) – airfare subject to change

For more information about the conference please contact: 

      22nd KMU ISA Secretariat 

      c/o Tess Dioquino

      G/F, Balai Obrero Foundation

      63 Narra Street, Brgy. Claro, Quezon City 1102, Philippines

      Telephones: 0063.2.421 1049 / 421 0986 / 421 0768

      Fax: 0063.2.421 1049

      Email:  kmuid@tri-isys.com 
Annex 1

Regional Exposures:

Delegates can choose to integrate in any of the following areas:

1)  National Capital Region (NCR) – NCR is home to Manila’s industrial centers and it is where the seat of power in the Philippines is located.  You will visit different factories, picketlines and urban poor/workers communities; have discussions with trade unions, urban poor, women workers and service workers.  One focus area is the union of San Miguel Corporation which is facing intense attack from its bourgeois comprador owner Danding Cojuangco.  The union is fighting against massive retrenchments, a union-busting move of the management that will cut the union membership by half.  

KMU-NCR and national KMU federations will host your integration in Metro Manila.  

2. Southern Tagalog (ST) – visit different factories, picketlines, urban poor and agricultural communities; discussion with trade unions, urban poor, women workers and peasants.  

The region’s industrial hub is CALABARZON or the Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and Quezon Province.  CALABARZON, the country’s first regional industrial center (RIC), is home to a large number of industrial enclaves and export processing zones where a  “no-union, no-strike” policy is implemented.  Many TNCs in the electronics, automotive, garments and food manufacturing industry are found in this region.  There is a very high incidence of human and trade union rights violations in the area.

Among those to be visited is the 4-yr old strike of the Nestle Cabuyao Philippines union, whose president Diosdado Fortuna was ruthlessly shot and killed by suspected paid military agents on Sept 22, 2005.

The Pagkakaisa ng Manggagawa sa Timog Katagalugan (PAMANTIK, Solidarity of Workers in Southern Tagalog), which is the regional chapter of KMU, will host your integration in the region.  

3.  Central Luzon (CL) - visit factories, picketlines, urban poor and agricultural communities; discussion with trade unions, urban poor, women workers and peasants.  

The region is home to former US military bases transformed into export processing zones located in Clark, Pampanga and Subic, Olongapo City.  It is also host to the sprawling 6,000-has Hacienda Luisita owned by the family of former Pres. Corazon Cojuangco Aquino.  Part of Hacienda Luisita was converted into an industrial enclave to escape the government’s agrarian reform program. The plight of Hacienda Luisita workers and agricultural workers came into national and international prominence after their strike was violently dispersed on Nov 16, 2004 that resulted to the massacre of at least seven (7) workers and wounded many strikers and supporters.

The exposure will focus more on the Hacienda Luisita workers who have won their year-long strike on Dec 2005 but continue to struggle for the implementation of the recent decision of the Department of Agriculture (DA) revoking the stock distribution option (SDO).  The decision, upheld by the Presidential Agrarian Reform Council (PARC), calls for the immediate distribution of the Hacienda Luisita lands to the agricultural workers.  The management appealed the case thru a motion of reconsideration at the Supreme Court.

The Workers Alliance of Region III (WAR III), KMU’s regional chapter in Central Luzon, will host your integration in the region. 

4)  Cordillera Region (Baguio City and neighboring areas)

Cordillera is home to mining areas, agricultural and industrial industries and an export processing zone.  Here, you will visit agricultural, industrial and transport workers, urban poor/workers communities; have discussions with trade unions, urban poor, women workers and agricultural workers and miners.

One focus area is the union in the Lepanto Consolidated Mining Company (LCMC).  Lepanto Mines, located in Mankayan, Benguet, is one of the biggest gold producers in the country and one of the leading gold producers in Asia.  The 1,685-strong Lepanto Employees Union (LEU) had a 3-month strike in June 2005 due to a deadlock in collective bargaining agreement.  The strike was lifted following a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the management and the union.  However, the Lepanto management took retaliatory actions against the striking workers, retrenching 100 mine workers and slapping workers with theft and other trumped-up charges after the strike was lifted.  The union continues to fight management’s union-busting schemes.  

KMU Cordillera will host your integration in the area.  

5)  Southern Mindanao Region (specifically Davao and Compostela Valley) – the region is composed of Davao City, Compostela Valley Province, Davao del Norte and Davao Oriental.  

Industrial and manufacturing plants can be found in Davao City while Compostela Valley and other parts of the region is home to banana and other agricultural plantations catering for export needs.  Mining industry also thrives in the area.  Compostela Valley is home to Mt. Diwalwal, a mining community teeming with small-scale miners and foreign mining companies.  Now a government-controlled area, the place has been the subject of many mining-related violence in the past years.  

The KMU regional chapter - Nagkahiusang Mamumuo sa Habagatang Mindanao (United Workers in Southern Mindanao) - will host your integration in the region.

6) SOCSKSARGEN (General Santos, Cotabato & neighboring areas).  SOCSKSARGEN is composed of South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Saranggani and General Santos.  This area is touted to be the gateway to the South and is considered of prime importance due to its strategic location.  The region is home to several multinational corporations that engage in agribusiness and food processing.  It is also home to an international wharf that plays a major role both in trading and US military exercises.


The pineapple plantation Dole Philippines, a subsidiary of the Dole USA, is the largest company in the region.  They are facing a struggle for certification election and collective bargaining agreement in the first quarter of 2006.  Under the leadership of a genuine militant union, Dole Philippines scored a major victory in their past CBA, winning the fight to earn regular status for 1,500 contractual workers in the company.    


KMU-SOCSKSARGEN will host your integration in the region.

Note: Exposure-integration in a particular region can be cancelled if there are not enough delegates who will sign up.  In this case, delegates can choose another area for his/her integration. 

22nd KMU International Solidarity Affairs

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME


______________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION
______________________________________________________

Please describe your organization


_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

Address
____________________________________________________________

Phone

______________________

E-mail  
______________________

Fax

______________________

Do you have translation needs?   Yes ______   No ______

If yes, please specify
________________________________________________

Do you have special food needs?  Yes ______  No ______

If yes, please specify _____________________________________________

Do you have health problems?  Yes _____  No ______

If yes, please specify  ____________________________________________

Please specify the region you wish to visit during your exposure program

· National Capital Region

· Central Luzon

· Southern Tagalog

· Cordillera Region

· Southern Mindanao

· SOCSKSARGEN

Arrival date/Flight No./Time
_____________________________________

Departure date/Flight No./Time  ____________________________________


IMPORTANT:  The 22nd ISA reception committee will be at the airport lobby and/or at the airport extension area to meet the delegates.  They will be holding a paper with your name written on it.  If you miss seeing them right away, please don’t leave the area.  They will definitely find you.

Please return this form not later than April 15, 2006 to the 22nd ISA Secretariat c/o Ms. Tess Dioquino or Ms. Sol Miranda

KMU International Department

G/F, Balai Obrero Foundation

63 Narra St., Proj. 3, Quezon City, Philippines

Email: kmuid@tri-isys.com
Telephones:  0063.2.421 1049 / 0063.2.421 0986 / 0063.2.421 0768

Fax: 0063.2.421 1049
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