Asia Pacific Workers Solidarity Links
Minutes of the Hong Kong Meeting
14 December 20005 At HKCTU ’s office 
1. Present: 
· : Parat  Nanakorn Coordinator  Thailand

· Rev. Jang Chang Weon       Convernor   Korea: 

· Sugarnta  Sookpaita Trade union from Rangsit  area, Thailand

· : Sinapan  Samydorai  Singapo

·  Tess  Dioquino KMU Philippines:, 
· Imam  Rahmana, LIPS -  Indonesia

·  Apo Leung, AMRC Hong Kong:
·  Franklen Choi, HKCTU  Hong Kong: 

·  Chan Yan Kam, Hong Kong:

·  Seto Chun Pong Hong Kong:

· Billy  Sejo Hong Kong

· Yukihiro  Yasuda Labor Net Japan

· Makoto Kawasoe Labor Net Japan.
·  Tang Shiu   Labour Rights Association Taiwan

· Sandy  Peng Labour Rights Association Taiwan

·  Karen Moran, AAWL Australia
2. Observers: 
  Irene Xavier, Tie-Asia Malaysia
 

This Special APWSL meeting is an Exchange with APWSL Hong Kong and those APWSL’s member who were in Hong Kong for the Anti-WTO protest. The key objective was to establish contact with APWSL Hong Kong. 

APWSL Hong Kong: Is an informal network of Labour groups which are individually active and keep in communication. 
Apo Leung – AMRC 
Franklen Choi – SEPI/HKCTU
Chan Yan Kam – Diocesan Pastoral Centre for Workers
Seto Chun Pong -  Neighbourhood & Worker’s Service Centre 

Key Labour Issues:  
· Flexibilization, 
· Contractualization 

· Hong Kong labour Movement is divided:  Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions [HKCTU], Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions [HKFTU] and the Neighbourhood Services Centres. * APWSL HK is linked with the HKCTU. 

· Union [Workers] Consciousness of people undeveloped, union organizing is difficult; but there are informal networks eg. Public Assistance  Network, Global Network, etc 

· SACOM – the Hong Kong groups Consumer Movement is focused on the Hong Kong based MNCs like Giodano [Disneyland products] eg low wages ..etc 

 

Difficulties:
· Disruption in communion due to the fact that the [older] leaders speak little [no records or papers on APWSL] with the new leaders [younger members]. 
· The new leaders had not previous contact with APWSL. How to improve the contact, communications, improve language with translation  ..etc 

 
 

APWSL – Coordinator:  Parat Nanakorn
                -   Convenor: Rev Jang Chang Weon 

· Report on the visit and exchange in Australia/AAWL [*refer to report distributed] 

· Share on the Financial situation 

· All affords have make to seek a simple financial report from the [former coordinator and those responsible] but the report was not submitted. 

· It was felt its better to move on to facilitate the new coordinator. 

· Request Japan to rethink it position on full financial report from the former coordinator. 
· The need for accountability is important. But the new APWSL coordinator/team should not be disadvantaged. 
· Each national APWSL should make financial contribution 

· WSF Mumbai meeting there was no funding available but there was contributions that enable the APWSL participation 

· Newsletter: Asia Pacific Workers Solidarity Links, was distributed 

· Website: Rev Jang is developing the website. 

 

Indoesia LIPS: Iman 

He works with LIPS that collaborate with various labour organizations but is not involved in organizing workers. LIPS focus more on research and information gathering. 

APWSL members like Humanika and YPP are organizing workers.  

Most activities are not related to APWSL network.  For long period the Indonesian labour groups have identified with APWSL network, especially with APWSL Korea. For example, support the  Korean Garment and Chemical Workers Union exchange in Indonesia.  

Iman has been to Korea where he met Rev. Chang  and he also stayed and life with workers.  

Cultural Exchange Programme Indonesianand Korean in the coming year.  In Jan 2006, possible exchange in Surabaya for one week, 6 persons from Korea. 
 

Philippines KMU : Teresa 

KMU acts as the Sub-Regional coordinator for APWSL members in Southeast Asia. 

Philippines Situation:
· consolidate membership 

· increase in minimum wage to Peso 135 

· political repression, 40 union & peasant leaders killed 

· labour rights, organizing workers is being repressed eg mill workers union 

· Hecienta  struggle successful expect for land ownership rights eg, increase in wages, reinstate retrenched workers, seed money for agricultural workers/families [Peso 200,000], till 100 hectares for crops  as individuals and collective..etc 

· International Solidarity Day for Workers [May Day] to focus on political repression. 

APWSL Singapore: Sinapan Samydorai
· Hosted the vist of  Rev. Jang and  Ms Parat  on their way to Australia, Oct 2005. 

· Parat was accompanied by Thai Trade unionist 

· Visit Thai Migrant Workers group 

 

APWSL Japan * Yamasaki  was not able to come to Hong Kong.
· LaborNet Japan 
· Supports communication work of APWSL 

· Builds the LaborNet Asia [technical support] 

 

AAWL: Karen Moran 

· Karen distributed gifts and t-shirts make in Australia 

· Distribute the APWSL newsletter 

 

** After the meeting we had good traditional Chinese dinner, thanks to APWSL Hong Kong. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

